Advanced Placement U.S. History


A.P.U.S. History is a survey course that looks at historical events from colonial America thru the modern times we live in now.  APUSH will be taught at a college level since the outcome or goal of this class is to score high enough on the AP exam, given on Friday, May 7th, to be considered for college credit.  After reading the following expectations and responsibilities, your signature along with a parent or guardians signature is required for enrollment into APUSH.  

Because of the special nature of Advanced Placement classes, students must make specific commitments.  To be truly successful in this course a student must be willing to commit 6 hours of time per week (minimum) for homework assignments.  Students must also commit time over holidays to complete reading or research assignments.  As we progress through the year the need to review is very evident. This will take place during the evenings or before school as the need arises.  Students will be expected to attend these sessions.  Along with text book reading assignments, students will be asked to do supplementary reading, varying from a few pages to book length, research projects, seminar presentations, oral reports, group discussions, quizzes, objective and essay tests, critiques of current events, documentary programs, simulations, information centers, and other activities as they present themselves.  Assignment deadlines will be listed on the marker board and must be recorded in the planner that each student receives.

Daily class Requirement:

1. Your text book

2. Writing utensil


-pen or pencil is fine

3. Any assigned work.


-From time to time we all forget things.  You must understand that if someone 
needs to return to their locker to get something they forgot, I consider it a major 
disruption and will treat each incident as an unexcused tardy.

4. 3 ring binders.


-All students need to purchase a 2 or 3 inch three ring binder to organize your 
work in as the year goes by.  You should throw nothing away.

5. Planners:


-All students will be required to organize and keep their assignments in their 
planners.  These will be graded.
Point Accumulation:

1. Essays will be given in the form of either a Document Based Question (DBQ) or a general essay question.  These tests will be given in most units and will represent the same amount of points as the total of all the quiz points in a particular unit.

2. Quizzes will be given on a chapter by chapter basis.  Normally each quiz will be worth 15 points.

3. Binders:  Your 3 ring binders will consist of a unit by unit cataloging of your year long AP experience.  You will hand these in on the days you write your unit essay test.  Binders are work 55 points which are based on the inclusion of the following things:


-Worksheets


-War sheets


-Election sheets


-Terms completed and contain both HR and definition


-Binder organized

4. Thesis statements:  Students will be assigned the writing of a thesis paragraph on many of the readings that they are to cover throughout each unit.  These projects will generally be worth 10 points and must be typed.  I am looking for your BEST work here and will grade them with that in mind.


5.  Group projects will be created and could possibly be assigned to a group during any 

     particular unit.  Each group will do a minimum of 2 group projects per semester with  
  
     each being worth 50 pts.  



-Information Center:  The information center is a group project where the 


group must create a media center that answers a particular question I have 



given them. 



-Round Table:  Groups will be asked to lead an intellectual group 




discussion revolving around a reading that I have assigned the class to do.


6. Xtra Credit:



-Subheadings (4 pts per chapter)


-Outlines (4 points per chapter)


-Current events (1 pt per day)
Late Work:


Late work in this class will be dealt with very harshly.  All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period.  Any work that you hand in late will be graded down to half credit.  You will be given 2 days per day absent to complete any work you may have missed due to an excused absence.  0’s will be recorded for any incomplete work.  If you have missed my class it is you responsibility to approach me and ask what you possibly missed.  If you know you are going to be absent, get your assignments ahead of time.  If you are gone the day before a known assignment you will still be responsible for that assignment.  If all work is handed in on time during the course of a semester I will add 2 percentage points to your grade.

Grading:


You will be graded on a total points basis.  



-A=90-100   B=80-89   C=70-79   D=60-69   F=59 and below.  No exceptions!

Typical Routine:


Roll


Joke of the day


Current Events (1 pt of Xtra Credit per day) (Tuesday and Thursdays)


Quiz (if scheduled)


Activity


**No food or beverages

**No cell phones


**No MP 3 players without permission


**If the bell rings before you arrive you are tardy


If this class sounds challenging to you, your right!  Does challenging mean overbearing?  That’s up to you.  Plan your study time, stay current on your assignments, research and argue your positions thoroughly, ask for help or direction when you need it and most of all have fun.  Intellectual thought can be very invigorating.  Together we can conquer anything!  Call as the need arises.  Mr. Ullyott home phone:  847-7586 or email rullyott@detlakes.k12.mn.us
_________________________________

___________________________________
Student signature

Date


Parent/Guardian signature

Date
